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In this issue:

Statutory Updates

o GSTAT : English Translation Mandatory for Hindi GST Orders

« Extension of Deadline and Exemption of Late Fees for Profession Tax Returns
e Introduction of IMS Offline Tool

« FAQs on the Companies Compliance Facilitation Scheme, 2026 (CCFS-2026)

Compendium of important Maharashtra AAR Orders - 2025-2026

e Interest receivable on deferred payments under the Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) for road construction services is taxable under GST

« Whether the time limit for availing ITC as mentioned u/s 16(4), applicable to
ITC eligible as per a Bill of Entry?

« Taxability of pure services provided to Municipal Corporations/ Councils for
property survey, numbering, and data collection intended for the assessment
and facilitation of property tax.

e Classification and GST rate determination for "Pooja Oil" (a mixture of
vegetable oils) labeled as inedible.

o Taxability and classification of testing and commissioning services for rail
tracks provided to a government organization.

o Classification and applicable GST rate for ‘Fruit Protection Bags'
manufactured from coated kraft paper.

« Determination of the correct GST classification for an Exhaust After-Treatment
System (ATS)
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GSTAT : English Translation Mandatory for
Hindi or Regional Language GST Orders

Response to grievance Dt. 24" April 2026

In response to a public grievance filed before the PMO grievance portal, GSTAT
explained that under Rule 23(1) of the GST Appellate Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 2025,
any document submitted before the Tribunal that is not in English must be accompanied
by a certified English translation. This requirement also applies to assessment,
adjudication, or appellate orders issued by GST authorities in Hindi or vernacular
languages.

The grievance raised a practical concern that taxpayers are being compelled to bear the
burden and cost of translating orders that were originally issued by the government
authorities themselves. The representation argued that this creates procedural hardship
and affects access to justice.

GSTAT clarified that the Tribunal does not possess independent authority to amend
procedural rules framed by the Ministry of Finance. According to the Tribunal, requiring
appellants to provide English translations is treated as a procedural compliance necessary
for maintaining uniformity and judicial efficiency in appellate proceedings.

At the same time, GSTAT acknowledged the genuine practical difficulties faced by
taxpayers during the initial phase of Tribunal functioning. To ease the transition, the
Tribunal has adopted a temporary relaxation for six months. In cases where the Members
of the Bench can read and understand Hindi, appeals accompanied by original Hindi
documents are being accepted without insisting on immediate English translation.

For the first six months:
. If a GST appeal contains orders or documents in Hindi,
. and the concerned GSTAT Bench Members are capable of reading Hindi,
. then the Tribunal may accept the appeal even without immediate English translation.

Until further clarification:
. Appeals should preferably still include English translations wherever feasible.
- However, urgent filings involving Hindi orders may still be filed relying upon this
temporary relaxation, especially before Hindi-speaking benches.
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Extension of Deadline and Exemption of Late Fees for
Profession Tax Returns (March 2026 & FY 2025-26)

Trade Circular No. 2T of 2026

The Maharashtra GST Department recently migrated to a new portal (mahagst.gov.in).
Due to technical glitches and system load, many taxpayers were unable to register or file
their Profession Tax (PT) returns. To resolve this, the department has granted a total
exemption of late fees for specific cases, provided certain conditions are met.

Revised Deadlines for Filing:
The circular extends the filing window for taxpayers who had already discharged their tax
liability by the original deadline.

Return Type Pericd Original Due Revised Date for Late Fee
Date Exemption

Monthly Returns Mareh 15 March 2026 30 April 2026

(PTRC) 2026

Annual Return (PTRC) FY 2025-26 15 March 2026 30 April 2026

Late Fee Scenario

- No Late Fee: If your tax liability was Nil or was paid on or before 15 March 2026, and
you file your return by 30 April 2026, no late fee applies.
. Late Fee Applicable: A late fee ( 200 for up to 30 days; 1,000 after 30 days) will be
charged if:
o The return is filed after 30 April 2026 (even if tax was paid on time).
o The tax was paid after 15 March 2026.
o For multiple payments, if even one installment was paid after 15 March 2026

Special Provisions for Unregistered Taxpayers (URDS)

. If you were liable to register in FY 2025-26 but couldn't due to system issues, you must
opt for an effective registration date of 15 March 2026 (or your actual liability date,
whichever is earlier) when applying.

. If you paid your tax using your PAN on or before 15 March 2026 and complete your
registration/filing by 30 April 2026, you will not be charged a late fee.

Important Limitations
- No Waiver of Interest: This circular only waives the late fee for filing; it does not
waive interest on delayed tax payments. Any delay in paying the actual tax liability
will still attract interest as per the standard PT Rules.
. Clarificatory Nature: This document is intended for guidance and cannot be used for
the legal interpretation of the law
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Introduction of IMS Offline Tool

GSTN Advisory dated Apr 21st, 2026

To continuously enhance the taxpayer convenience and facilitate ease of compliance, an
IMS Offline Tool has now been introduced in the GST system. The said offline tool is
based on MS excel making it easy to use by the taxpayers and it enables them to undertake
actions on both individual as well as bulk invoices in an efficient manner.

The Invoice Management System (IMS) was introduced on the GST portal effective from
the October 2024 tax period. The system enables recipient taxpayers to take actions on
invoices uploaded by their suppliers through GSTR-1, GSTR-1A, or IFF, including
accepting, rejecting, or keeping such records pending.

With a view to further enhancing taxpayer convenience and facilitating ease of
compliance, the IMS Offline Tool is Excel based offline tool which has been now made
available on GST Portal. This offline utility enables taxpayers to undertake actions on
both individual as well as bulk invoices in an efficient manner.

Steps _to use the IMS offline tool: Detailed guide is given under following
https://tutorial.gst.gov.in/downloads/news/advisory_on_ims_offline_tool 23rd_april_2026.
pdf

Search Taxpayer ~ Help and Taxpayer Facilities e-Invoice

Offline Tools GST Statistics

Returns Offline Tool Matching Offline Tool
Tran-1 Offline Tools Tran-2 Offline Tools
GSTR3B Offtine Utility ITCO1 Offline Tool

ITCO3 Offline Tool ITCO4 Offline Tool

GST ARA 01 - Application for Advance Ruling GSTR 4 Offline Tool
GS5TR 6 Offline Tool With Amendments GSTR 11 Offline Tool
Refunds Offline Tools GSTR7 Offline Utility
GSTRE Offline Tool SEM-] Offline Tool
SAM-II Offline Tool GSTR10 Offline Tool
GSTR-9 Offline Tool GSTR-9A Offline Tool
GSTR-9C Offline Tool GSTR-4 (Annual) offline tool
GST DRC-22A - Application for Objection to Provisional Attachment Order Reap Returns Ofline Tool
TDS & TCS Credit Received Offline Tool IMS Offline Tool
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